
10-23-08 - Alice Ivany drove 50 miles to attend the forum sponsored by the Albany and 

Lebanon Chambers of Commerce and Linn-Benton Employee Council.   The guest speaker, Dan 
Harmon from the WorkDrugFree Coalition and Drugfree Workplace Legislative Work Group was to 
speak on "The Economic Impact of Substance Abuse & the Need for a Legislative Solution".

Alice is a friendly and mild-mannered grandmother, who lost her arm in an industrial accident
over 30 years ago and uses cannabis to relieve her constant pain.  Stopped at the door, she was 
told that she couldn’t come in because she was on a “list” and wasn’t a Chamber member.  She 
was shocked because she had pre-registered and paid as a non-member from out of the area.  
She asked, “What list?” Without being given an answer she was handed $10, escorted out the 
door and told to leave the parking lot. 
Flustered, Alice realized that she had paid $20, not the $10 that had just been returned to her.  
She tried to explain and asked for the rest of her money but, was hurt by a man who kept talking 
over her as he grabbed her by her injured arm, squeezing her arm and pushing against it.  Finally 
given the remaining $10, she left upset and humiliated.  As other pre-registered patients arrived 
they were treated much the same way.  Although none of the rest of them were physically 
assaulted, they left feeling emotionally battered.
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Alice Ivany, medical cannabis user, 
pre-registered for a Chamber of 

Commerce forum in Albany, 
Oregon, but is turned away.

“Seeing the contempt in their eyes was degrading and darkly disturbing,” said Sandee 
Burbank, Executive Director of Mothers Against Misuse and Abuse. MAMA is a non-profit 

organization with an educational approach to drug use based on  
personal responsibility, informed decision-making and respect for human dignity.
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“I have never been treated like that in my life,” said Sandee Burbank, Executive Director of 
Mothers Against Misuse and Abuse.  “ I am respectful of proceedings, raise my hand and wait to 
be called on, if I have a comment.  Not only did I spend my time and money to attend the event, 
the experience was degrading and very alarming… Imagine our shock, embarrassment and anger 
as we were told that we could not attend because we weren’t members of the Chamber, even 
though our receipts clearly show that we paid as non-members.  All of us had driven over 50 miles 
and in some cases much further and even spent the night in Albany because the meeting started 
at 8:30 a.m.”

Harmon, while  representing the WorkDrugFree Coalition has been traveling around Oregon 
talking to various employer groups and creating fear of the Oregon Medical Marijuana Act 
(OMMA).  According to an article in the Albany Democrat Herald, Harmon told business people 
gathered at the Central Willamette Community Credit Union headquarters that the OMMA “says 
something about permissiveness in this state, and we’ve got to stop this permissiveness,” He 
“framed the effort to scale back the law as a moral crusade”.

At least the cat is out of the bag.  We were kept away because the DrugFreeWorkplace group is 
afraid of the truth we bring.  The truth is that this effort has little to do with impairment in the 
work place or negative health effects.  This is a plain and simple witch-hunt, trying to undo the 
will of the voters of “permissive” Oregon to allow medicinal access to cannabis, a safe and 
effective medicine.  Over 20,000 patients are now enrolled in the OMMP and they will not easily let 
this program go away.  

MAMA believes our workplaces would be safer with true impairment testing for safety sensitive 
jobs.  Harmon chooses to spend more money for less safety, because it furthers his “moral 
crusade”.  We can solve this problem at the federal level by matching science and reason with 
drug policy and doing a better job of protecting our citizens from the dangers of all drugs, legal or 
illegal.
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